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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF 
THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS

 held in person and virtually on Tuesday 21 September 2021
at the Royal College of Occupational Therapists

106-114 Borough High Street, London SE1 1LB
_________________________________________________________________________________
BAOT 1 21-22
PRESENT:

	Name:
	Position Held

	Professor Diane Cox
	Chair of Council

	Cathryn Holding
	Council Member, Industrial Relations

	Samantha Flower
	Council Member, RCOT Board: Scotland

	Kalimah Ibrahiim
	Council Member, RCOT Board: England

	Dr Kee Hean Lim
	Council Member, International Affairs, World Federation of Occupational Therapists (WFOT).

	
	

	BAOT Officers in Attendance:
	

	Steve Ford
	Secretary and Chief Executive

	Dominique Le Marchand
	Senior Governance and Executive Support Officer


This meeting was due to take place on 14 September 2021 following the AGM.  However, the AGM was not quorate and it was rearranged (as per the Articles of Association) the following week on the same day at the same time.  The AGM took place on 21 September 2021 and was followed by this Council meeting.  The Agenda, produced for the Council meeting on 14 September, was not amended.

	
	
	ACTION

	1.
	WELCOME

The Chair welcomed members to the meeting.  Introductions were made.  She brought Council members’ attention to the following two rules: 

· Any member who failed to attend two consecutive meetings in any one Council year without providing a good reason which was accepted by Council might be deemed to have resigned.  The Chairman reserved the right to request further explanation or resignation where absence affected the business of Council.  
· A quorum was five members, one of whom must be the Chair or Vice-Chair.


	

	2.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Lisa Ledger, Council Member, RCOT Board: Learning and Development and Dr Duncan Pentland, Council Member, RCOT Board: Research and Development.  
The Chair advised that it was proving difficult to recruit to the role of Council Member, RCOT Board: Northern Ireland and this seat remained vacant.  The Council Member, RCOT Board: Wales had to resign due to ill health and this role had been advertised.


	

	3.
	ELECTION OF ROYAL COLLEGE COUNCIL

Members present at the meeting agreed unanimously that the BAOT Council be elected to serve as the RCOT Council for the forthcoming year.  

	

	4
	RCOT COMMITTEES

Members present at the meeting agreed unanimously that the continuation of the RCOT Boards and Committees be approved until the next full meeting of Council in October 2021.  


	

	5.
	ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR OF COUNCIL

The Chair advised that, according to the Council Rules, one Vice-Chair should be elected annually, preferably at this meeting.  The term of office was one year – renewable - and, ideally, the Vice-Chair should have been a member of Council for at least a year.  Members were asked to consider this position.  Dr Kee Hean Lim expressed an interest in standing for this role and, as there was no other candidate, he was elected Vice-Chair of Council.  The Chair thanked him for his willingness to stand.


	

	6.
	AUDIT COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

The Chair reported that the membership of the Audit Committee must include two current Council members.  Dr Lim has volunteered to be a member of the Committee, but another member was needed.  Cathryn Holding expressed an interest in standing for this role and, as there was no other candidate, Council endorsed her membership of the Audit Committee.  The Chair thanked her for volunteering for this role.  

	

	7.
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Chair advised that an induction for new Council members would take place on Monday 11 October 2021.  She added that, if current Council members would like refresher training on their role, they could attend the induction again and should notify the Senior Governance and Executive Support Officer if they wished to take up this offer.
The Chair reported that the Council member handbook would be provided to new members.

	

	8.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Council members noted the dates of the forthcoming Council meetings.  

BAOT2-RCOT1: Tuesday 12 October 2021 at 10.30

BAOT3-RCOT2: Wednesday 12 January 2022 at 10.30

BAOT4-RCOT3: Thursday 7 April 2022 at 10.30

BAOT5-RCOT4: Wednesday 15 June 2021 at 10.30
She mentioned that she would appreciate if members could attend meetings in person, but she was aware that there were still some concerns about travel and, therefore, the October meeting would be hybrid.  
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